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THE TERMINAL 

 
CAVEAT: The teacher should prescreen each movie and review the complete workbook 
chapter before showing the movie to the class. Students have homework before watching 
the movie and after watching but before any discussion. 
 

EXERCISES BEFORE WATCHING MOVIE 
 
Underline each word that is new to you or that you do not understand. Look the word up 
in your dictionary and write the appropriate English definition next to the word. 
 
1. READ MOVIE REVIEW 
 
Tagline: Life is waiting.  
 
Plot Outline An eastern immigrant finds himself stranded in JFK airport, and must take 
up temporary residence there.  
 
Plot Synopsis: An Eastern European visitor (Hanks) becomes a resident of a New York 
airport terminal when a war breaks out and erases his country from the map, voiding his 
passport. He makes friends with the airport staff and falls in love with a flight attendant.  
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Reviews 
Amazon.com 
Like an airport running at peak efficiency, The Terminal glides on the consummate skil
of its director and star. Having refined their collaborative chemistry on Saving Private 
Ryan and Catch Me if You Can, Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks mesh like the precision 
gears of a Rolex, turning a delicate, not-very-plausible scenario into a lovely modern-
fable (partly based on fact) that's both technically impressive and subtly moving. It's 
Spielberg in Capra mode, spinning the featherweight tale of Victor Navorski (Hanks,
giving a finely tuned performance), an Eastern European who arrives at New York's 
Kennedy Airport just as his (fictional) homeland has fallen to a coup, forcing him, with 
no valid citizenship, to take indefinite residence in the airport's expansive Internationa
Arrivals Terminal (an astonishing full-scale set that inspires Spielberg's most elegant
visual strategies). Spielberg said he made this film in part to alleviate the anguish of 
wartime America, and his master's touch works wonders on the occasionally mushy 
material; even Stanley Tucci's officious terminal director and Catherine Zeta-Jones's 
mixed-up flight attendant come off (respectively) as forgivable and effortlessly charm
With this much talent involved, The Terminal transcends i
a

ls 

age 
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ing. 
ts minor shortcomings to 

chieve a rare degree of cinematic grace. --Jeff Shannon  
 
 
From The New Yorker 
As Viktor Navorski, a stolid, jazz-loving bachelor from Eastern Europe, Tom Hanks 
speaks only a few words of English and walks with his feet turned out in a rapid waddle
He puts on a good show in difficult circumstances: Viktor's tiny country has fallen in
chaos, and he's left stranded and stateless at JFK airport. For months, he sleeps in a 
lounge, scrounges for food and work, and carries on a wan flirtation with a slightly 
masochistic "stew" (Catherine Zeta-Jones) who is touched by his gentleness. Viktor's 
nemesis, an ambitious customs bureaucrat (Stanley Tucci), tries to stymie him, but
phantom of the terminal turns into a modern-day Robinson Crusoe, exercising his 
resourcefulness not in the natural world but in a peculiar corner of Western consumer 
society. "The Terminal" is essentially an exploration of the inner life of an airport-the 
humming lights and glaring emptiness of the late-night lounges, the quirks of the food-
service and maintenance men who become Viktor's allies, suppliers, and then his adoring 
fans. Steven Spielberg directs this fable with his customary fluency and warmth, and the
movie has some charming passages-a dinner party served by the maintenance men is
highlight-but the narrative lacks drive and a serious reason to exist. The time passes 
pleasantly, but one feels that only Hanks'
keeping the movie alive. -David Den

. 
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 talent and Spielberg's enormous facility are 
by  

right © 2006 The New YorkerCopy   

ll of the above information is attributable to www.amazon.com
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3. WATCH THE MOVIE 
 
The movie run time is 128 minutes. Use English sub-titles or no sub-titles. DO NOT use 
Chinese subtitles. 
 

 
4. WRITING ASSIGNMENTS FOR AFTER  
WATCHING THE MOVIE 
 
How did Victor (Viktor) learn English without any classroom or teacher? 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
5. BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: 
 
What was the funniest moment in the movie? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What was the saddest moment in the movie? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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