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ABSTRACT



The Holistic English program addresses three main issues: 1.) Why replace the
traditional listening and oral English classes with movies; 2.) Which English movies to
watch; and 3.) Hovwo watch the English movies effectively.

The Holistic English Program replaces traditional oral English learning with a
conversation English acquisition experience; replaces teachers with facilitators; replaces
set phrase or speech pattern memorizatioth Wanguage acquisition; develops self
confidence, intrinsic motivation, sdfiiscipline and develops autonomous learners and
creative thinkers; replaces graduates who are unable to produce comprehensible English
with those who car(Qiang, Wolff & Teng, D09)

Hol istic English is a significant depart
teaching methodology and substitutes implementation of mod&nguage acquisition
pedagogy. The oral English class becomes the conversation English lounge. But
comprehensible input is the key, not immedidtecedoutput.(Swain, 1998)

HOLISTIC ENGLISH

1. Why replace the traditional listening and oral English classes with
movies?
The Holistic English in this program is different from the traditional concept of
Akl i sti c 'A@hnese araditionad medicine provides the impetus for this
innovative and successful Holistic English Program. In Chinese culture it is known that
an inexperienced doctor gives a hundred prescriptions to cure one disease; whereas an
accomplished doctor cures a hundred diseases with one prescription. Chinese traditional
medicine addresses the root cause of a disease, while western medicine addresses a single
disease or even just a symptom. Holistic English draws upon most recent fimdings
cognitive scienceReder, L. M. 1996Schumann, 2004Anderson, 208), SLA theories
(Schmidt, 1990, 2001Dekeyser,2003; VanPatternand Williams 2007; Robinson &
Ellis, N. 2008) and the practical business knowledge and world view of its creatoes,. Th
objective of HE is not only to teach English, but to train a thinking mind in the
underlying operating rules of the west and the big world events that China is growing
through. History is being repeated while China is developing: the same environmental
problems, the turmoil of the stock market; the inside of secret dealings to cover up
corruption and business flaws, along with other contemporary business, political and
social issues of the day.
Therefore, the HE series of movies is different from exgstmoviebased
language programs in that HE approaches language teaching from both the object of the
learning processthe language (input and outputKrdshen, 1982;Swain, 1998,
VanPattern, 2003Niu Qiang, 2001a, 2001b) and most importantly, the sulgkthe
process--t h e |l earner . The |l earner 6s cognitive
(Robinson, P & Ellis, N. 20Q8and their affective factors(Anderson, 200pand their
knowledge repertoire are all taken into consideration while compiling the HERMal.
Throughout the six long yearso6é6 of evolution
this program, that i1s, the LEARNER, and the

! Holistic Approach arises from Gestplychologywhich studies a whole response to a whole situation instead of stispagate
responses to separate stimuli.



are filtered and narrowed down from a number of 500 to 32 through a stalection
process to suit the students6é interests and

Cognitively, the idea of learning English through movies is three fold: first, to
get implicit memory mechanismEllis, N. 1994 at work through frequency effect,
namely frequent encounters wbrds in different contexts; secondly, to bring explicit
memory into play through directing intentional attention to key language chunks
(Schmidt,R.199)) thirdly, to get both visual and auditory sensory at work to achieve
better understanding and retenfigAnderson, J. 20, to breathe life into the classroom
atmosphere, to create vividness in the teaching materials, to bring about diversity in
teaching methods so as to create intrinsic motivation and participation of the student, and
above all, to rd&e real learner autonomy both inside and outside the classroom, so as to
achieve the goal of constructivist learning theetgarnercenteredness.

Linguistically, HE is called holistic in that it integrates listening, reading,
speaking, writing and ewetranslating skills into one learning activity. With the help of
subtitles in both English, students can practice fast reading, translating; by engaging in
different types of outpuproduction such as shadowing, dubbing (practicing output),
acting (learing by doing), and discussing (producing timely output from input), students
cantruly improve their listening and speaking skills. Through completion of the Holistic
English Workbook exercises, students can also develop both their creative and critical
thinking, and to also sharpen their writing skill.

Culturally, the Holistic in HE means that it is noterely intended to teach
English for the sake of learning English, but is aimed at broadening stbrenis view
by offering movie series with differésubject matters, such as English history, culture,
business, or law to enable the student to tkink of the bok

Pedagogically, HE synthesizes the essence and also actualizes the spirit of several
teaching methods, such as the Direct Method, thdicddingual Method, the TPR (Total
Physical Response) Method, the Communicative/Interactive Model, the Suggestopedia
Method, the Silent Way{Richards, J. C. & Rodgers, T. S 1986)

2 According to the dual coding theory (DCT), cognition involves two distinct subsystems, a verbal system and an imagery system

The representatiorsf these two memory modules are connected to sensory input and response output systems as well as to each other
so that information presented through both visual and auditory channels is better understood and retained.

2 Forced output raises the affectifiter and actually prevents language acquisition. Krashen (2004) Applying the

Comprehensible Input Hypothesis: Some Suggestions

The Comprehensible Input Hypothesis claims that we actanguage by input, not by output, a claim is supported by
studiesshowing no increase in acquisition with more output (Krashen, 2002b). Studies show, however, consistent increases in
acquisition with more input.

Comprehensible inptiased methods encourage speaking but do not force it. Students are not called on; rather,
participation is voluntary.

Forced output raises the affective filter and actually prevents language acquisition. Krashen (2004) Applying the
Comprehensible Input HypothesBome SuggestionEorced output raises the affective filter and actually previemguage
acquisition. Krashen (2004) Applying the Comprehension Hypothesis: Some Suggestions

The Comprehensible Input Hypothesigims that we acquire language by input, not by output, a claim is supported by
studies showing no increase in acquisitigth more output (Krashen, 2002b). Studies show, however, consistent increases in
acquisition with more input.

Comprehensible inptiiased methods encourage speaking but do not fiarcgtudents are not called on; rather,
participation is voluntary.

Forcedoutput raises the affective filter and actually prevents language acquisition. Krashen (2004) Applying the Comprehensible
Input Hypothesis: Some Suggestions.



2. Which English movies to watch?

Movies must be interesting and compredible to the viewer (student free choice
not teacher mandated) as well as meeting the following criteria:

In addition to the four features of Krasl@noptimal input hypothesis
(comprehensible, interesting/relevant, not grammatically sequenced and iquzesty
(Krashen, 198), we added some more important features franpsycholinguistic
perspectivewhich distinguishes our selection from other movies listemiagerials:1.
contentbased. 2. authentic; 3. cultutaaring; 4. articulate; 5. naedundant.

3. How to watch the English movies effectively.

The movies should be viewed in a friendly, ramademic environmeisimilar to
a trip to the local movie theater with a group of friends. Initially, the movie should be
viewedfor its entertainment value and should not be the subjéstadyo

After the initial viewing, wekencouragé(but do notimposé) students to employ
metacognitive strategies of repeate@wingg spacedviewingg shadowing and dubbing
while &viewingd and above all, of garnering intentional attention to lexical items that are
useful for their own production. The relevant cognitive and SLA theories underlying
these above strategies are the Forgetting Curve, the Frequency Effect, the Spacing Effect,
ACT-R theory Anderson 2005), noticing strategy and Saliency Strategy (Schmidt,
1990;Van Pattern2005), and others which are to be elaborated in part Il of this article
due in March 2010.

In brief, he immediacy of Holistic English is the developmeinself-confidence,
intrinsic motivation, seldiscipline, creative thinking and autonomous learning skills.

After six and onehalf years of development and extensive testind'%t3 and
4™ tier universities and colleges in six provinces, as well asetltorporate training
centers in two provinces of ChindgQiang, Wolff & Teng, 2008)commencing in
February 2009 Holistic English was afforded an opportunity to prove itselfraty&t
sen University, Guangzhou, a top tier university.

Additionally, this was the first implementation of Holistic English for post
graduate, notienglish majors required to successfully complete one semester of oral
English. The psgram was developed aroukdr a s h(2904)2"¥ language acquisition
theory that acquisition occutsest when there is comprehensible input in a friendly
environment and academic pressure is off.

Upon commencement of the HE program both staff and students considered it just
another mundane oral English course. At the end of the semester the staffsivaskin
and awe over the success of the program. Students found the course interesting and
exciting and were clamoring, in writing, for a doubling of class hours each week. This
level of student enthusiasm and positive results was something very new to the
acquisition theory that acquisition occurs best when there is comprehensible input in a
friendly environment and academic pressure is off.



FOREIGN FACULTY ANALYSIS
OF
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

Unlike any of the prior experiences implementing Holistic gish, the
administrators and staff at Sun Ya&n University not only promised all necessary
support, they actually did everything within their power and control to insure a fair and
full implementation of the Holistic English Program. It was clear thatadministrators
had not only read but also understood reports of prior Holistic English implementation
efforts. Without any prompting or request, all classes were assigned to one classroom so
that the room could be reconfigured into a friendly environméfhnen the unsuitability
of the initial large cavernous classroom was mentioned, the classes were immediately
moved to a smaller, more appropriate room. Access was arranged to the classroom two
weeks prior to commencement of classes so that appropriatirae could be taken to
make it a friendlier environment.

Classes were scheduled every other week so that the students would have
adequate time for pmmovie viewing homework and aftgrewing homework. Movie
viewing was scheduled for 7:00 p.m. Fridayeewmg. Each Friday evening fourteen
classes watched their assigned movie in the-tivedred seat auditorium (just like a
commercial movie theater). The administration also arranged to place all of the Holistic
English movies on the University web site tdays after they were shown in the movie
theater. This provided students with a first viewing opportunity in situations where they
could not attend the group viewing in the movie theater. It also provided a second
viewing opportunity for those students hisg to refresh their memory before the
conversation class. Students were cautioned that watching the movies en mass was for
entertainment in a friendly environment while watching movies on a computer is an
academic language learning experience and shmeu/oided if at all possible.

The first week of the term the fideundred seat auditorium was also made
available for a orientation lecture to all 600f the students using the Holistic English
Workbook. (Photos 1 and 2) The Vice Dean and several degrarstaff attended, thus
showing a genuine interest in monitoring
Secret To Making Your English Betterod was
web site. One hundred copies were express mailed to Foreigudgs Departments in
universities throughout China.
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The university timely produced sufficient copies of the Holistic English
Workbook, although they @&re not distributed to the students in a timely manner causing
some delays in commencement of certain classes.

Class schedule and rosters were provided the week prior to class commencement.
It must be emphasized that the administration of the grastuategprogram of the English
Education Division of the Foreign Languages School at SunsafatUniversity is
remarkable in many regards, including knowledge Wfl@nguage acquisition theory,
knowledge of modern human resource management practices, modemesbusi
management strategies and was very professional in all regards. On the few occasions
when the English Education Division failed to communicate effectively with students or
staff, apologies and amends were immediately forthcoming. This administratysn s
what it means and means what it says. It does what it promises. This is very
uncharacteristic of Chinese university administrations. The level of administrative
support for implementation of the Holistic English was unprecedented compared to all
prior implementation programs.

This administration seriously seeks new pedagogy and methodology to facilitate
delivery of a quality educational product to its students/customers. This commitment to
educational excellence is evident in every contact with theirastration. This is a
marked difference from the experiences of prior Holistic English implementation
programs where administrative excuses for ineptness and ignorance have become the
norm. Alf you want to grow | eassbecomgawgyo u c anogd
of LVDO®O0Fi atds dynamic CEO, Sergio Marchionr

FACILITIES

Classroom facilities are designed for traditional oral English classes. The rooms
are either too large for creation of a friendly, remademic acquisition environment
(Photos 3 and 4); or too small or oddly shaped to facilitate a round table discussion
configuration. (Photos 5 and 6) Classrooms are designed for lectures or seminars based
upon traditional teaching pedagogy. At Sun-¥ah at least the seating was not botted
the floor in theater row style. The desks and chairs could be easiyfigured.

Photo

Given a choicébetween the two basic options, Holistic English was held in the
smaller room because it lent itself more to being softened from its academic environment.
However, the reonfiguration of the desks was not possible for a large group discussion



format due tothe long narrow room dimensions. The desks were arranged in seven
groups of six students each, with one group expanded to nine students when more than
forty students were assigned to a class. Thisordiguration comports with a typical
Chinese coffee gip or tea house seating arrangement and thus a friendigicagiemic
environment.

English proverbs adorned the walls. A water machine was installed with coffee
and British tea supplied on a student contribution/donation basis. The window curtains
were a bautiful silk print. Orchid plants and artificial flowers were strategically placed
around the room. All reasonable efforts were expended to create a friendly coffee shop or
tea house environment. (See Photo 7 and 8)

Photo 7

The movie auditorium was a first class facility with properly maintained and
operating equipmerit. The two Chinese speaking technisawere competent and
professional. They were assisted by an English speaking department staff member who
facilitated communications with the English speaking foreign professor. This level of
competence, functioning equipment and staff support is unpraeeden all prior
experiences of implementing Holistic English. In contrast, two experienced foreign
Holistic English teachers in Henan Province were forced to abandon Holistic English
during this same time frame due to inoperable video equiptent.

The stidents at Sun Yaten University enjoy the additional advantage of having
computers in their dormitory rooms with access to the University web site. Many students
privately arrange access to the World Wide Web. This allowed the students unlimited
access tohe course movies placed on the University web site for their convenience.

3 The only drawback to this facility is the dual screen system which provides better viewaagviarpoint presentations but is
confusing when watching movies. Shutting down one screen leaves half of the auditorium at a viewing disadvantageetihgis wirs
the double screen distraction.

4 Xinyang Technical College and Xinyang Agricultural @gk, Henan Province.



ENGLISH SPEAKING ENVIRONMENT

The SYSU south campus does not lend itself to the creation of an English
speaking environment. With 30,000 plus studeisd a campus encompassihd7
square kilometers, with the English Department administrative offices and classrooms
scattered across the expanse of the campus; of necessity, the students are provided
English speaking opportunities such as a regularly scheduled English Cornehand ot
similar activities.

Additionally, the English Department and Japanese Language Departments share
an administrative office which complicates matters further since each should have their
own 2" language acquisition environment.

For the proper creationf@ true English speaking environmé&nall English
Department facilities would need to be located exclusively in one building that is not
shared with other departments.

This does not totally foreclose implementation of certain strategies to prompt tiehEng

mental lexicon. For instance, the Chinese calligraphy hanging over the entrance to the
English Department could be replaced with an English sign. The administration was
presented with an English sign in the colors of the Chinese National flag, (red
background with yellow lettering) which readsWEL COME TO CHI NGLAND. 0o

The Chinese staff was provided black baseball caps which E4GLISH
POLICE. Six hundred students were provided red baseball caps thatSR&E&AK

5 At present, Sun Yagen University is a comprehensive university including the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, technicaleshi@iczience,
pharmacology and management science. There are 25 schools and ciitdggisig the School of Humanities, Lingnan College, School of Foreign Languages,
School of Law, School Political Science and Public Administration, School of Business, School of Education, School of €dimmand Design, School of
mathematics and Cquutational Science, School of Physics and Engineering, School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, School of Geolgyyiremd Pl
School of Environmental Science and Project, School of Life Science, School of Information Science and Technologyf, Sehioelening, School of Oversea
Education Exchange, Sun Y¥s¢n Medical College, School of Fundamental Medicine, School of Public Health, Guanghua School of Stomatology, Nursing School,
School of Pharmacology, as well as the Department of Earth Scibed8raduate School, School of Software, School of Network Education, College of Continuing
Education, etc.

Sun Yatsen University offers a wide variety of subject areas and complete disciplines. In the programs of graduate studies2theliscgline leading to
Doctorate degrees and 32 to Master degrees, of which 171 specialties lead to Doctorate degree, 236 specialties leadkvellasteaddition, there are 17
branches of studies leading to professional degrees, which are: Doctorate defjreeainmedicine, Master of business administration (MBA), Master of public
administration (MPA), Master of judicial studies (JD), Master of computer technology, Master of environmental projecpf\asterre engineering, Master of
electronic and ammunication engineering. and Master of biology engineering . The University has idbptsate research floating stations of Chinese language

and literature, history, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, fundamental medical science, clinical soeice, management, public management,
philosophy, environmental science and engineering; 20 key disciplines at the national level and 43 key disciplines atgGranguiel level. In undergraduate
education, there are 89 specialties in undergradpatgrams, with 6 national bases of fundamental sciences research and training, such as philosophy, Chinese
language and literature, history, physics, chemistry and biology, 25 undergraduate specialtiestovhindrapecialties at the provinelalel. There are also the
national bases of education in cultural qualities for college students and the first athletic training base for collegim <Thitea. In this year, the number of
students of all types amounts to 70000,0f which 3800 are doctoratela@iz@sili13000 are graduate students, 28000 are undergraduate students, and 1100 are
international students. Sun Ys¢n University has abundant qualified faculty members. The university has the right to evaluate and confer the tiflesfe$sol

and asociate professor. There are 12000 faculty and staff members, of which 805 are Ph D candidate supervisors, over pffemsofs|l 1500 are associate
professors. Outstanding talented persons keep coming forth from the faculties, there are 18iacadsfrtiie Chinese Academy of Sciences and 4 academicians of
the Chinese Academy of Engineering, 15 young and miaigéel experts with outstanding contributions at the national level, 37 recipients of national fund for
outstanding young scientists, 19gens selected in the first and second rounds of the "project of talent selection” by the Ministry of Personnel, 1%azatidate

for the "plan of training excellent scholars for the new century" by the Ministry of Education, 16 professors specilitedanith the "Yangtze Schol&cheme"

of the Ministry of Education, and 16 experts with outstanding contributions selected by the Department ofititfeAithww.sysu.edu.crifaccessed March 1, 2009)

6 Wolff(2009) f@AWhy Chinese Universities Do Not Provide An Engl i steryreignaki ng Environmen

teacher should know before they go! Nova Science Publications, New York
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ENGLISH. (Photo 2) The English Deparent was encouraged to make English its
official language of communication.
A further complication is the administrative desire that the students develop their second
language capabilities and their Chinese language capabilities simultaneously. There is a
unfounded fear that creating d%2Janguage acquisition environment will somehow
disadvantage the students in the further development of their mother tongue (Putonghua).

The students enter the"2language acquisition program with a tremendous
Chinese anguage advantage through the ubiquitous and comprehensive mother tongue
environment. The creation of d%danguage acquisition environment would not even
level the playing field, Putonghua would still provide the most prominent and
overwhelming influene i n the studentos daily ™ ife, u
language speaking environment but also an intensive immersion program where the
students were isolated in & 2anguage living environment. The reality is that this is just
another excuse famot creating an English speaking environment; but unlike previous
excuses, this one is cloaked in academic validity.

Under such circumstances the creation of an English speaking environment could
be initiated with an outdoor video wall in the central phthe campus. In furtherance of
this idea, 487 students were sent an email asking:

What do you think of erecting a double sided outdoor video wall on the north central
lawn for the nightly playing of English movies?
Your opinion is important.

(Note: 92%0f t he students responded indicating a
responses are not edited.)

85% are solidly in favor with comments suchias

1.1 think it's wonderful idea to watch a movie outside on the lawn. Hoping for this kind of
activity.

2.yes,i think its a good idea,and will attract more people,and a fun time,in addition to,we
can communicate in English with each other as a little English Corner. Watching moive
outside is a good enjoyment.

3.lt's really a good idea. By doing this, stats can communicate with

each other while seeing the film. It also can be another English corner for us.

4.This is a very creative idea. | totally support your suggestion.

5.6.i think that would be gerrific idea, forin fact, it has all thé&ey elemets to make you

a fantastic night: 1.beautiful girls sitting next to you(comdoys, youdon't deny that's

an important driving force behind);2, beers or cokes(cold and refreshing);3.early summer
breeze;4.cool movie choosen j@st you by ****** that's you will sure regretf

you missit.

10% have reservations suchias

1, I love this new form~~but there is a serious problem that during the night, there are a
lot of mosquitoes. actually, the auditorium has a lot of mosquitoes too!



2. Itis a very god idea! | like it very much, when | was a studentorthwest Universty

in xi'an, ouruniversty would give us a movie on the playgroud every saturday night, it's a
beautiful memory to me.

3. I think it's a good idea. It will be of great help to creat&aglishlearning
atmosphereverywhereon the campus. However, | think the place is not suitable coz the
library and classrooms are near the north central lawn,maybe the sound would imfluence
the normal opreation. The central lawn near the auditoriupnbaauitable. | really
appreciate your idea and your contributiorour Englishlearning. Thank you, dear

*kkkk

4. | believe it is a great idea that a double sided outdoor video wall is erected on the north
central lawnfor the nightly playing of Englis movies. However, the tough environment
outdoor,such as mosquitoes,should be considered.

5. but i am afraid the lawn will be distroyed by.so don't agree.

6. | partly agree with your idea. | think erecting aidle sided outdoor video wall on the
north central lawn is a good idea,but | think it would be better if the movie is playing on
every weekend,particulay on friday.Because | thirtke movie is playing on everynight,

I'm worry thatfew students will god see the movie,as we has@ homework many to

do.

5% are opposed with comments like

1. In my opinion, it's not a good idea. The north central lawn is already very bustling
every night, and it's very harmonious. It has alrdaelsn one of the symbol$ aur
school. I like it as it is now. On the other hand, movies are more appropriate to be played
indoors.
2. | prefer watching movies indoor not outdoor, because indoor can provide us
comfortable seats. Whatos morgintothet wondét att
campus. Too many strangers will increase the insecurity of our campus.
3. Actually I don't think it's a good idea to erect a double sided outdoor video wall on the
north central lawn for the nightly playing of English movies. Two reasons mawuratcc
for it. First, i1itoés summer now. There are to
on lawn; Secondstools will be necessargut you know it's hard to get so many stools.
4. | don't think it is a good ideBecause | think it will damage tlmosphere of free
relax.Besideslittle peoplehave enough time to watch the whole movie
5. It costs to much and doesndt worth.
6. | would NOT support a proposal to erect a double sided outdoor video
wall on the north central lawn for the nightly plagiof English movies. My reason:

a. Entertainment equipment would bring some disadvantages to the campus
such as increased traffic and noise.

b. Playing movies nightly would increase electricity costs.

c. The fixed architecture would breaketenvironment.

d. Students and teachers could watch movies on their computers or in the
movie theater. Therefore, the outdoor video wall was not necessary.

1C
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TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Holistic English is usually a group discussion. This allows thiititor to make
individual student competency evaluations early in the term and to evaluate improvement
at the end of the term. It also provides an enhanced opportunity to develop listening
skills. Pair and small group work has been avoided because watadtistudents revert
to speaking in Chinese as soon as the facilitator is perceived to be out of ear shot.

The facility at Sun Yasen required small group work and hence a dramatic change in
teaching methodology. An integral part of the new methodologyded a strategy that
precluded the students from sitting next to or across from the same students more than
once during the term. Seating was arranged six students per table to facilitate either pair
work or small group discussions. This arrangementgaaery successful with pegtad
students.

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

All 537 registered students were pgsaduate noiienglish majors ranging in age
from 21 to 28. Men constituted 34.2% and women 65.8%. (450 students completed the
course) This is a marketkeparture from prior Holistic English implementation programs
where the percentage of women was 98% to 2% men. This difference in gender

percentage ma y be i nfluenced by the studer

attractive to men than some of the majat other institutions where Holistic English has
been implemented.

The studentsdé undergraduate majors included:

Class #1 Economics

Class #2 Economics, Finea Marketing

Class #5 E Business, Economics, Management Science
Class #6 History

Class #7 Chinese Studies

Class #8 Chinese Studies

Class #11 Law

Class #12 Law

Class #13 Accounting, Finance, Manageng&gience

Class #14 Accounting, Business Administration, E Commerce, HRM
Class #17 Information Management. Marketing

Class #18Economics, medical Informatics

Class #21 International Relations, Political Science, Sociology
Class #22 Demography, Public Administration, Sociology
CONTROL GROUP

Class #20 Philosophy

Class #23 Political Science

Class #24 Journalism, Tourism, dnternationalCommunications

" At the end of the Bweek, after watching thmovie Coach Carter, and being given a homework

assignment that required communicating with a foreign exchange student, this class petitioned to replace

the teacher and program because the foreign teacher was too strict and there was too much horeework. Th
administration complied with the studentsd request
8 At the end of the Bweek, after watching the movie Coach Carter, and being given a homework

assignment that required communicating with a foreign exchange sttidgwtass petitioned to replace

the teacher and programecause the foreign teacher was too strict and there was too much homework. The
admi ni stration complied with the studentsd request

11



The students represent the following provinces:

Anhui, Chonggqing, Fujian, Gansu, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hainan,, Heilongjiang

Henan, Hubei, Hunan, her Mongolia, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, Ningxia, Shanxi, Shandong,
Sichuan, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, Yunnan, Zhejiang

The students represent the following120 undergraduate institutions of higher
learning:

Anhui University, Anyang Nornal University, Army Institute of Xian, Beijing Institute of Business, Beijing Normal
University, Central China Normal University, Central University of Finance and Economics, Central South University,
Central University of Nationalities, Chang An UnivéysiChangchun UniversityChangchun Normal University,
Changchun Taxation College, China University of Mining and Technology, Chin South Normal University, Chinese
University of Political Science and Law, Chongging University, Chongging Jaiotong Uniy&hkibngging University

of Posts and Telecommunications, Dalian Nationalities University, DongBei University of Finance and Economics,
Finance and Economic University of Tiang Yiudan University, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou University,
Gannan NormaUniversity, Guangxi Universityisuangdong Academy of Fine AGguangdong Business University,
Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangdong University of Business Study, Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies , Guilin University of Electronic Tectowl, Guizhou Institute of Nationalities, Guizhou Normal
University, Guizhou University, Hangzhou DianZi University, Hainan University, Harbin University of Science and
Technology, Henan Agricultural University, Hebei Normal University, Hebei Economic arsih&s University,

Hebei University, Hefei University of Technology, Henyang Normal University, Hohai Univeksitygshan Normal
University, Huazhong Agricultural University, Huazhong University of Science and Technoldggei Coal

I ndust r i aCollegeetubeh Bnivérsty of Technologyubei University, Hunan University of Arts and
Sciences, Hunan University, Hunan Normal University, Jiaying University , Jiangxi Normal University, Jiangxi
University of Finance and Economics, Jilin University,hdis University, Kunming University of Science and
Technology, Lanzhou Commercial College, Lanzhou University, Liaoning University, Ludong Univésiiz
University, Nanjing Agriculture University , Nanchang University, Nanjing University, Nanjing Usit)eof Finance

and Economics, Nankai University, Nanyang Institute College, Nanyang Normal University, NorthEast Agricultural
University, NorthEast Normal University, North China Electric Power University, Northeastern University, Northwest
University ofPo |l i ti cs and Law, Nort hwest University, Nort hwest Po
University of China, Qingdao University, Renmin University, Shandong UniverSinxi Normal University,
Shanxi University, Shenzhen University, SiehuNormal University, Sichuan University, South Central University for
Nationalities, Sijiazhuang Railway CollegeSouth China Agriculture University, South China Normal University,
South China University of Technology, South China University, SouthwasTdng University, Southwest Finance
University, Southwest University, Southwest University of Finance and Economics, Southwest University of Political
Science and Law, South China University of Technology, Surs¥iat Tianjin Normal University, Tianjindfeign
Studies University, Tianjin University of Science and Technaldgmghua University, University of Science and
Technology of China, Wuhan Institute of Technologfuhan University, Xian Economic and Financial College, Xian
Jiaotong UniversityXian Institute of TechnologyXian University of Finance and Economics, XiangTan University,
Xiamen University, XiDian University, YanShan University,antai University, Yunnan University, Zhanguan
Economy and Law School, Zhanjiang Normal University, Zhengzbmiversity, Zhejiang University, Zhejiang
University of Technology, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Zhongshan University

All students have passed CET 6, the National English proficiency examination, but they are still
required to take oral Eish because their output is deficient. This is a red flag that the undergraduate
English program is inadequate and the National examinations are of dubious value.

Oral English is a required class, not an elective class. Past experience indicatesi¢imés stu
required to participate in English classes are far less motivated than those who voluntarily sign up for
elective English courses, particularly RBnglish majors. An early indication of student motivation
includes:

1. Whether the students attend tingt class

Approximately 8% of the students failed to attend the first class. 92% of those who failed to attend the
first class were men.

2. Whether the students attend the initial orientation lecture.
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Approximately 10% of the students skipped the o&dgon lecture. 78% of those who missed the
orientation lecture were men.
3. Whether the students come to class on time.

Eight students arrived as late as twenty minutes for the first movie and were refused entry, as
previously warned, verbally in classdaas stated in the written class rules in the Holistic English
Workbook. These students stood in the hall whining and complaining to the Chinese staff for twenty
minutes.

One student not only arrived late but also failed to bring the Holistic English \&akkBhe student
inquired Als there any homework for this cl ass
orientation lecture.

One student arrived with his girlfriend who had no Holistic English Workbook because she was
not enrolled in the cks. She was required to leave in accordance with prior admonitions that the
theater seats were reserved for class participants only, as evidenced by presenting the Holistic English
Workbook, the season admission ticket.

One student arrived early but depaltto fetch her Holistic English Workbook, leaving her
purse in the theater. When she returned twenty minutes later she was denied late entry. When she
inquired as to how she could recover her purse, she was informed to wait until the movie was over.
This student waited silently and patiently in the hall for ten minutes, without whining or complaining.
Due to her mature handling of her situation, she was allowed late entry to view the remainder of the
movie.

Three young men took seats in the theater wittimeit Holistic English Workbooks. They were asked

to leave. Instead of exiting as requested, they engaged in a verbal altercation with the foreign professor.
They were informed that their conduct was inappropriate, unacceptable and that the movie would no
commence until they left the theater. After departing the theater they entered the control booth and
started a verbal altercation with the Chinese staff. When the foreign professor entered the control
booth, the verbal assault was directed at him. Tidesits were advised to leave the control room and

the building. One student was admonished that if he said one more word he would be expelled from the
class with a failing grade. The student immediately insulted the foreign professor by accusing him of
failing to treat the students like human beings. The foreign professor was accused of denying the
students their basic human rights by not allowing them to watch the movie without bringing their
personal copies of the Holistic English Workbooks in violatibthe oral and written class rules. This
student was immediately expelled from the class for arrogant, insolent and insulting b&havior.

For the remainder of the semester, no student was late for a conversation class or the movie.

4. Whether the studentsmplete their homework assignments
5. Where the men sit in the first class meeting.

The men predominantly sat in the back of the room during the first class meeting indicating
disengagement and lack of motivation. This is consistent with all previousnirapiations of Holistic
English, thus requiring a strategy to compel the men to sit in the front of the room or closest to the
facilitator® The men who did initially sit towards the front of the room or close to the facilitator
exhibited more accomplishedlal English production skills than those sitting in the back of the room.

° This behavioral abnormalitgi c ommonly referred to as the Little Emper ol
policy. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_ Emperor_Syndrome

1910 2005 at Xinyang Agricultural College a male student sat in the back of the room reading a Chinesgentdigazi

English was very poor. He was moved to the front of the room where he became the top student, going on to become a
teacher 6s a“%ymeai Bhatatudent is currehtly empl8yed as a Vice Manager of a 4 star hotel and has the added
respongility of teaching English to all of the hotel employees.
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Approximately 1.5 % of the SYSU students proved unreachable and unteathabies is
significantly lower than prior Holistic English implementation results"§t2" and 4" tier institutions
of higher education where the unreachable and unteachable peaked as high as 5%.

At the commencement of the semester, most of the students exhibited careless reading skills,
poor listening skills, sloppy writing skills and poor séiécipline. By the end of the semester 98.5% of
the students exhibited significant improvement in all of these skills.

STUDENT EVALUATION OF HOLISTIC ENGLISH

At the end of the spring 2009 term, the students were asked to complete an anonymous
guestionnaire evahiting the Holistic English Program.(Appendix A)he st udent sd resp
their opinion of the benefits they received from the Holistic English program. (450 students answered
the questionnaire)

The charts highlight four important issues:

1. Postgraduate young adults assess their benefits from the HE progtanbe very high, consistent
and multi-dimensional.

2. Concurrent traditional English reading, listening and writing courses are lackisgmething that

HE provides.

3. The HE program producesomnsistent and reliable results across a broad spectrum of students
from throughout Chindd s many pr ovi nc &l8undergrduatengtituteorss efrhighern g
education.

4. Even older and more mature pegtaduate students receive great benefit franprogram that
emphasizes building setfonfidence, developing intrinsic motivation, learning seliscipline, while
developing creative thinking and autonomous learning skills; characteristics erroneously assumed to
already be possessed syych advancedrd accomplishedtudents.

The cumulative results appear in the following charts.

CHART #1 CUMULATIVE 12 CLASSI
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GRAPH 1moststudents thought they benefited a lot from the HE course, with the greatest improvement in speaking and
listening, then in writing and in vocabulary, and conagigely the least improvement in reading.

1t is impossible to reach or teach a student who openly proclaims no need to know or use English, now or in the future.
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CHART #2 CUMULATIVE 12 CLASSES
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GRAPH 2most students chose the help of degree 8 and degvbie® indicates that the studetssessdtheir benefits
from the HEcourseto be very high

CHART #3 CUMULATIVE 12 CLASSES
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GRAPH 3most students chose the help of degree® degree Which indicates that the studergssessd their benefits
from the HEcourseto be very high

The students were also asked to rank the three homework assignments as to which provided the
most benefit.

1. Victor Day*? 19%
2. Foreign Student Chdt  60%
3. English Cornel? 21%

Clearly the students have sent a strong message that there are more viable alternatives than the
traditional English Corner.

2After watchiThg Themmoal & fihe students were asked to rol
English speaker for one entire day. In the movie, Tom Hanks, an L1 English speaker played an L2 English speaker. A 500
word essay was required about the experience. Mssgys were honest about not completing the assignment due to fear of
speaking English only for an entire day. Other essays were too perfect, a tall tale relating what the students thought the

teacher wanted to hear.

BAfter watching tke tmoeiet fide mins amalr Sidequired to |l ocate
an extended conversation. A 500 word essay was required but to avoid any tall tales, the essay had to include the foreign
student 6s name, home country and telephone number .

4 The students were required to attend an English corner and submit a 500 word essay relating their experience.
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CONTROL GROUP

Three posgraduate traditional oral English classagyta by two different teachers and randomly
selected, were given the same questionnaire as the Holistic English classes. All students in the control
group have passed CET 6. The control group classes were selected as randomly as the HE classes.

Class #20Philosophy
Class #23 Political Science
Class #24 Journalism, Tourism, dnternationalCommunications

The control group charts demonstte the superioefficacy of the Holistic English program over the
traditional oral English class that fails to deliver consistent and reliable midimensional benefits

at a high level.

CHART #1 CUMULATIVE 3 CONTROL CLASS
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GRAPH 4
CHART #2 CUMULATIVE 3 CONTROL CLASSES
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CHART #3 CUMULATIVE 3 CONTROL CLASSES
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GRAPH 6

The majority of students in the control group found the traditional class to be no help or of little help in
the specified areas.

By comparing the charts of experimental classes and thake adntrol classes, the resultstbé
control classearemuch worse than those thfe HEclasses, which indicates that the studentietE
program thought they benefited much more than thosethieontrol classes

10% of the students in the control group filled out the questionnaZhiirese while all of the Holistic
English students used English.

The individual class charts may be found in APPENDIX C.

ENGLISH NAMES FOR CHINESE STUDENTS

Chinese students take English names for several reasons. From a linguistic standpoint, the
English name prompts the English mental lexicon. From a practical point foreigners find Chinese
names too hard to pronounce and impossible to remember. An English name allows the Chinese
student to prepare for an employment situation where name exchangen®molace and usually
accomplished in English.

Many Chinese students obtain their English name from a dictionary and it is not a name at all
but a word. Many words and names wil |l not gar
purpose. Many Chese girls take names that are popular with western prostitutes. Chinese teachers of
English are often unaware of the cultural implications of certain words or names and are unable to
correct the studentds name choice.

For instance, a Chinese student wdlswed to proceed through primary and secondary
education with the name AHitler. o I n universit)
choice.

One student matriculated to university with
tood the student to |l eave his ¢l ass. The stude
already knew everything and could learn nothing from this foreign teacher. The student then chose a
new name, ADogo which was Gotulentswag hsked tb lebva th& wa r
classroom. Upon inquiry the student was informed that no animals are allowed in the classroom.

At Sun Yatsen University the post graduates had inappropriate names on a par with those
reported at ?'tier universities and'8tier colleges. (Qiang/Wolff 2006)
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WOMEN:

Allen, Willie, Timmy, Candy, Fanny, Ranopy, Kisdy, Joy, Tiger, Cherry, Kitty, Fruity, Lolita, Can,
Enter, Purr, Angel, Happiness, Dreamy and Fancy.

MEN:

X, Germany, Podolski, Messy, Char, Rainjay, Golden, Jadb#t, Hubos, Weilge, Drag, Super,
Coffee, SamSon, Chilam, Willa, and Goodwill.

Initially Chinese students argue to keep their inappropriate English name but once the students
were instructed regarding the adverse effects of a funny or disrespectful orartiesir future
empl oyerd6s business, alll of the students agreecq
The natioawide phenomenon of Chinese students choosing inappropriate English names stems
from the Chinese educational system that employs Chinese teachersisi kgl are not adequately
versed in the English language and culture.

GRADING SYSTEM

Language learning with set targets lends itself to standardized testing schemes. Formulating an
objective test to evaluate memorized set phrases and vocabularyoretsrdirather simple matter. It
does assume that all students are able to learn identical material at the same pace and the test result
merely reflect retention ability of robotlike peoples lacking in any appreciable ability to use what
they have reiaed.

Language acquisition emphasizes comprehensible input which does not lend itself to
standardized measurement due to the unique nature of each individual and their reading comprehension
and listening comprehension level. Neither the quantity nor tladityjof the input is subject to
verifiable measurement. Since output is not necessarily simultaneous, and may not occur for several
months, output does not lend itself to verifiable measurement.

There are subjective indicators that can be employed ta daeien e a student &
motivation and effort.

1. On the first day of the new semester the students are given a secret password to learn.
ASUPERCALI FRAGI LI STI CEXPI ALADOCI OUSO

Those students who, without any prompting, Google this word and locaterigeand are able
o sing the song by the ninth week of the eight
Those students who are able to pronounce it correctly by the final examination are usually the
ABo student s.
Those students who can almosbiounce it correctly, by the end of the semester are usually
the ACO students.
Those students who are unable to pronounce
students.
Those students who at the end ofothg, semest e
are usually the AF0O student s.
2. On the first day of the new semester, the students are given a tongue twister, asked to write it down,
and are advised that it will be a part of their final oral examination in eighteen weeks.

—+
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AHOW MUCH WO ODAWOODCHDCK CHUCK IF A
WOODCHUCK COULD CHUCK WOODO

Chinese speakers of English find this tongue twister particularly troubling and first attempt to
say it look like this:

AiHOW MUCHA UUDA COULDA UUDACHUCKA CHUCK,
Il F A UUDACHUCKA COULDA CHUCHA UUDAO

Those students who, without any prompting, Google this tongue twister and locate the second
verse and are able to say both versus correctly and at the requisite speed by the ninth week of the

eighteen week semester, are usually the AAO0 st
Those studente/ho are able to pronounce it correctly and at the requisite speed by the final
examination are usually the ABO student s.
Those students who can almost pronounce it correctly, at any speed, by the end of the semester
are usually the ACO student s.
Those stdents who are unable to pronounce it correctly but are able to say it in its entirety by
the end of the semester are usually the ADO0O st
Those students who at the end of the semest e
are usuallmgs.the AFO0 stude

3. Tardiness, failure to complete homework assignments and the location where the students elect to sit
in the classroom, can also be used to measure intrinsic motivation.

4. The studentsodo personal ef f or t writetmore Englishdandmo r e
speak more English, outside the classroom, can also be an area of inquiry during the final examination
and subject to evaluation.

5. Student compliance with the request that th
the @ampus can be observed.

6. Student compliance with the suggestion that they change their mobile phone language from Chinese
to English can be checked during the final examination.

7. Student compliance with the request that they answer their mobile phdieglish can be
periodically checked throughout the semester by simply calling the students randomly.

8. Student compliance with the class rules is readily obserVable.

9. Those students who complete the workbook assignments for movies not assignedthduring
semestear e usually AAO0O student s.

10. At the semester end the students are asked what grade they believe they have earned and why the
believe they have earned that grade.

11. During the semester all students are sent emails advising of the fmopat for reports and

essays,; containing websites that assist in pronunciation; and containing websites with 2nd language
acquisition articles. Homework that does not conform to the advised format indidaissezfaire

attitude or lack of intrinsic wtivation. An inability to speak about the phonetics assistance website or

15 You must carry your own textbook to gain entry to the movie and discussion class. Normmektry There are limited
seats and they are reged for class members.

Do not be late for the movie or discussion class. [Lat® entry It is rude to enter the movie after it has begun. This
disturbs the entire class and show a latkespect for your classmates.

Come to class prepared. If you hana done the homework you may be expelled from the class.

No mobile phones. If your mobile phone rings or if the light is seen during the movie or discussion class theaghene
confiscated and will not be returned to you.
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to address the content of a single 2nd language acquisition article is also to be considered when
evaluating intrinsic motivation.

The AAO0O students wusualtloy hsatwvew ehau mieldi tay faBhod
motivation has demonstrated itself throughout the term.

The ABO0O and ACO students -awaleaton.sual |y very hc
The AF0 students wusually demonstrat®ha’ge c o mg
earned an AAO0 but their lack of intrinsic moti\

the semester.

Actual comprehensible output during the final examination is the least reliable indicator in the
absence of a standardized outpdamination at the commencement of the semester, against which
progress can be measured. Due to delayed output capability, implementation of an initial evaluation
would not even be a reliable indicator of progress in language acquisition during théesemes
Therefore the final evaluation is necessarily subjective and based upon indicators of student intrinsic
motivation and effort during the semester.

The oral English grade constitutes 20% of the composite English gradegr&disate students
must recere 70 out of 100 points to pass as opposed to undergraduates who must receive 60 out of 100
points to pass.

The final grades for the February 2009 semester are reflected in Graph 7. Grades ranged from a
low of 70 to a high of 99.

12 CLASSES CUMULATIVE FINAL GRADES
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GRAPH 7

CONTINUING EDU CATION

The postgraduate English program for +i&mglish majors is a one semester program.

To facilitate the studentsd continued use of t
decided to provide the students with additional English cagtioEnglish movies through the
University web site

The law students were all provided a complimentary copy of International Business®.aw 3
Usery/Wolff and the supporting movies were made available through the University web site. (Erin
Brockovitch, Wall Street, Working Girl, Paper Chase, The Firm, 12 Angry Men, Inherit The Wind,
Disclosure, Enron: The smartest Guys in the Room, Life and Debt, North Country, The Corporation,
McLibel, The Insider)

For all of the students to obtain a better understandingnef of the pillars of western
civilization and culture, it was decided to put the Jewish Culture and History film series on the
University web site. (The Ten Commandments, Ben Hur, King of Kings, King David, Exodus, Fiddler
on the Roof , M&ch The EidnistyrJodgmeht atsNturemburg)
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Plans are also underway to create an English movie free choice library on the University web
site with more than 500 movies spanning numerous categories including, Africa, Action, Cartoons,
China, US Civil RightsMovement, Classics, Comedy, International Politics, Other Cultures, US
Politics, Romance, Sci Fi, Sports, Thrillers, Westerns, and World War Il Pacific Theater. China is in
the process of developing a better efharmonious society and movies with exeessnudity,
excessive violence and excessive vulgarity are coymtetuctive to that goal. Therefore, horror
movies and pornographic movies are not included in the movie library.

COMMENTS OF VISITING SCHOLARS

Dean XIA Jimei, Director of Collegiate Foreign Language Education Institute, ViceChair of the National Advisory Committee of
ELT, with visiting scholars and HE professor

Seven visiting scholars observed several sessions of the conversation unit of the Holistic
English Program. They were gdlr ovi ded a CD with the February
Making Your English Better.o AII of the visiti
English. .Six of the visiting scholars share their observations, impressions, conclusicos@ras in

the following contributions.

Li Xiaoqin

Li Xiaogin, MA from Wuhan, Hubei, China. She
obtained her Bachel@ degree from Wuhan University
and Masteds degree from Central China Normal
University. She works in Hubei University of
Technologyas an English teacher. Now she is a visiting
scholar at Sun Y&®en University.
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As an English teacher for 12 years, honest | )
class. For a time, | even refused to teach Oral English. In our universayEylish is an independent
course. | still remember every time when | tried to make my students say something, most of the
students just buried their heads and kept silent, no matter how hard | tried to stimulate them. After class
| felt depressed. Jushe wordd terrible, | was a failure.

Now through my observation of the Holistic English Program and class, | find the lint how to
make students open their mouth in oral English class. First of all, environment is the most important
factor. The HolisticEnglish class makes students feel relaxed. They are all in a friendly environment.
The teacher rearranged the desks and chairs and put English proverbs on the walls instead of Chinese

proverbs. Once | asked one student how he felt in the Holistic Englishs s . He said to r
in a c¢l ass, but in a dormitory or somet hi ng, 1
nervous. |l needndét worry about my grammar mi St ¢

Secondly, preparation or pre egise is also important. How could the Holistic English class
students speak out more while my students had little to say in my English class? They told me the
answer . They had the pre exercise. Each studer
himself by Google. Each time before they attended the Holistic English class, they must watch the film
assigned by their teacher. The class discussion was relevant to the film, so the students had a lot to say.
Also they told me something that they dislik&bme students disliked the filBung Hojust because
they disliked the Japanese working pattern. They thought it was crazy. They hope the film should be
more entertaining, funny, easy to understand and close to their life.

Of course some students haveiticomplaints. They said there was too much exercise pre and
post watching the fil m. Especially before watc
time to search the new words. As a result, they had no time to focus on other subjectsatfiang
the film, they had to answer the questions. But this is not the worst. The worst is the teacher only spent
a few seconds to check the homework. They felt their working was not much valued. No matter how
good or bad you did, the score was the esémPass or Fail. They hope if less homework and more

class, one class for one week, i1tod6s better.

As for me, | appreciate the Holistic English Program and class, which enlightens me that
English candot be | earned we lcduired ih andngish envirenanenh i n g
The Holistic English Program somehow changes m

like to introduce the Holistic English Program to my colleagues and implement it in my class.

Li Hongjun
Li Hongjun, avisiting scholamat Sun Yatsen
University (20082009), worked as a teacher of English
in JiangharPetroleum Institutéi.e. Changjiang
University , now) for more than 18 years, and now works
—~ in Shunde Polytechni€&oshan , Guangdong , China
- She got heM.A. from Shanghai Jiaotong University
fon Shanghai , China
-

Mo Ba

Holistic English in My Eyes

Holistic English in My Eyes
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The first ti me | heard the name of f#fAHol i stic
because of its nate. shbaoal dsmeaa, Aibh/ thgi mgnsomet
respectso, and it coincides with the idea of Er
should be taught with different skills being developed simultaneously. As | go closEritodiferent
waysd reading materials, video clips/tapes of HE classroom teaching, or discussion with one of the
founders of HE, some words have emerged in my mind: attractive, interesting, authentic/realistic,
scientific, and r rglandshouldebe effédctive in mytodrsEFveachingh t r y i

First, Holistic English fAattractso me at fir:
interests which | have had, the curiosity and desire that | want to find an unusual and effective way for
my student$ a large number of neBnglish major students in vocational colleges in PRC.

The second thing | feel about HE is that 1t 1
From my own experience in more than 20 years of College Englishinngd@ET), | feel that it is true
CET has been developing rapidly and astonishingly with great advancement in PRC in the past 30
years after the Chinese higher education reform with the opéoimgpolicy, but the problems and
barriers for both Chinesedmers and teachers are: the number of the Chinese learners of English is
great while the teachers of English are far from enough; the country is big, but dikatea
friendly English speaking environment/classroom with desired effect can raredgbeAlthough the
teachers of English in China have been studying, researching, and conducting training in different ways
and areas with different FLT or ELT approaches and methods, the satisfactory approaches and methods
are still in great demand. Withe& development of global economy and intercommunication between
nations, English has become a more international and universal language; while, for the English
learners of Chinese students, they have become more and more particular about the waygof learnin
English, especially-cfhdarl dt feamstl wbe ntod fsrcd e nec el ar
colleges. Once a college teachersaidtom&owadays, the students toda)
students but primary pupils; they are not learningeiertaining instead of learning. Being a college
teacher, you should not only teach but also be able to present your teaching with pictures, cartoons,
songs, videos and films. It becomes much harder for a college teacher to meet the needs of the students
than before. o0 A | ot of my teaching experience
and a quantity of authentic English material s,
the English learners of Chinese students, Il fee

From the films, English books, and teaching clips of Holistic English classrooms in Ssar at
University, | feel that everything around HE i ¢
duplication of society, which are made or written as wetlaaslucted by native English speakers and
experts. Later, the teaching feedback and assessment prove HE as an effective and interesting teaching
approach with facts and numbers though the founder of HE, Dr. Martin Wallf, does not call HE a
iteachiaolyo alpptr oENngl i sh acquisitionod, or fdAauton

Further more, with after hought and gradual acquaintance wi
reliable. Holistic Englishisalearnere nt er ed appr oac ke ernattehreerd ot ihoanne ab
offers a psychological basis and teachers can find some supporting theories and a lot of examples to

support HE for its E o grbusirgglhe ifitansid dave or motivaton bfgh@ r n i n ¢
|l earners and making tbhe nEagtishoathemsti oi dao s«
oldsayingtdboe true both in English and Chinese fiYou

it drinko ( ).Therefore, with HE, students will be attracted and motivated in English
learning and discussion, and a teacher will become a facilitatoryvebsand a guide instead of the
class center, a dominator, or mespeaker of an English class.

I n conclusi on, Hol i stic English is reliable an
into our own future CET teaching.

A Holistic English Teacher in My Eyes
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For some reasons, | missed the chance of going to the HE class, but | watched some of the HE
classes and films on CDs. From my observation, | feel that the professor is not a foreign teacher like
most of those | have ever met. Kestrict, responsible, kind, humorous, experienced, and considerate.

He i s fAstricto with his students with requireme
tolerate with his students for being late, using mobile phones or not obsthrwinges. Just as he said
in his class fAilém serious. o0 AYou wil/l never be

the future. o Such a case can be rarely seen wi't
in China easrte o0l irkad hfegu t han Ateacherso from the
teacher. They seldom criticize the students nor point out the mistakes the students have made, so some
of the Chinese students said they did not learn English as much as thexypbettd because they did

not know where their mistakes were so as to improve their English. Hence, the professor shows his
sense of responsibility with his strictness.

However, he is also Akindo to his stdbehaviort s ar
in his teaching. For example, when a girl student felt so nervous giving a presentation in class that she
could not express herself fluently in English, The professor walked his way across the classroom and
shook hands with uhrerh,angdayisng ol GagodlouYmare so ne
way of teaching, he eased the tension in class and made the teaching easier, atmosphere warm and
relaxing.

Furthermore, the professor is an experienced and considerate teacher. Havingrigeandi
teaching in China for several years, he knows his Chinese students and his ELT well. For instance, he
knows the general situation how casual the Chinese students pick up their English names without
knowing the implied meaning for the native Englis s peaker s such as fACandy,
some modern Chinese students, they choose their English names just as they do for their Chinese
nicknames: for fun or showing their passion and love with something or someone they like. For some

traditond Chi nese parents (especially the foar mers),
(ADogo in English) as the nicknames for their
healthy, and could be brought up easily like an animal. Withaucts ma | | exampl e of

he showed the students how different cultures affect their English or foreign language acquisition, and
also warned the teachers with his teaching how important-cuitgse knowledge is for a nemative
teacher of Enggh to be qualified.

Guo Xianfang

Guo Xianfang, a visiting scholar at Sun Y-atn
University (2009.32009.7), works as a teacher of
English in Wuhan University of Science and
Engineering. She got her M.A. from Huazhong Normal
University, Wuhan, China.

Being interested in English Educ a-tentered,colldgp m d
English teaching. That is why | applied to be a visiting scholar of SYSU, hoping that | might carry out
my projects smoothly under the guidance of my tuiman Angela. My two projects are about a new
college English teaching mode, of which one major part is d lhaskd teaching approach, which
SYSU has been practising successfully for several years.
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On the very day | arrived at SYSU, when Dean Angela ssigg that | observe an oral English
course, | hesitated. Then Dean Angela and Dean Wang showed us, the new visiting scholars, around
the classroom where the course would be held. On the wall there were some slogans in English that
were meant to encouragsnglish learners to speak more and speak freely. That was somewhat similar
to what | had seen in some middle schools. But they were quite different, for although the slogans | saw
in these schools were in English, they were awkward expressions in impesatitences; while the
slogans in this classroom were friendlier, which read like what Mum or Dad would say to her or his
child/children. Then there was a water machine, plants, tea bags, coffee, and paper cups, etc., all of
which created a cozy, relaxetirsphere. Dean Wang told us all changes of this classroom were made
by the teacher who would teach the classes and at his own expenses. | was impressed by the
responsibility, the earnest and the enthusiasm the teacher had in English teaching. Antina that
didndt know the teacher is an initiator of the
my HE experience.

In the afternoon of April 8, 2009, | was in HE class for the first time. When | got into the
classroom, the students had alnetaken their seats around the desks. There were from 6 to 8 students
around every two desks which were put together. On the desk before them were their English name
tags. And everyone had a book with them, which at first | thought to be a textbookiteButead the
book, | realized that it was a workbook designed to help students to be fully prepared for the movie
they would watch and then the free production in HE class. It consisted of reading materials about the
movie they were going to watch anditmg assignment to help them to ponder upon what they had
watched. Students would watch the movie before the class, and then have a free discussion and share
their opinions under the guidance of thechkasash
because discussing and sharing opinions are just part of the whole arrangement, of which this so called
600r al English class®é6 has the same idea as my pi
thought with a little excitement. bbked up; the free discussion had already begun. So | listened to the
ideas of the students in my group and aired my opinions. | found all the students in class were speaking
in English whether their pronunciations were good or not, and they were trygogtaunicate, i.e., to
share what they knew about the question the teacher had posed, or to inquire of their group members
about information on the question, or to give their responses. And the confident students became the
leaders of the groups spontanslgu while the reserved ones spoke a little less. That was totally
different from what | had often observed in oral English classes before: some students would probably
be off the point, some would soon speak in Chinese, and some would keep silentéof eewhc | as s .
must be the friendly environment and the suffi .
to myself. | was quite pleased with the speculation because my projects also emphasized
comprehensible input and relaxed atmosphere, b was not so sure about
experiment. My team members and | had been and were trying to find a hybrid way to help students to
learn English (including acquiring English to some extent) effectively. | decided to obsemlaghe
again.

Each time class ended | had a chat with some students. For | had enjoyed the fruit of HE myself (at
that ti me | still had no idea of HE . I di dnot
E-mails after | had observed the dawice), | asked them about the problems that were nagging them.

By far | know they mainly have two problems.

First, they have to spend too much time on the homework of the oral English class. They believe it
is necessary and helpful to do the prelimgpnarwor k bef ore the c¢cl ass, but
the time to do all the work by themselves because they have their majors and they have three kinds of
English courses, for each of which they have many tasks or much homework to do. In orddr &l finis
the homework within the limited time, they have to decide which will be the most important, which
will be important, and which the least. They sometimes have no choice but do their homework
according to its importance. For those they have notindedo, t hey wi | | probably
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